$1.50 


Saturday, November 25, 2017 


Fans get ready to say 
goodbye to seniors when 
OU, OSU play their final 
regular-season game. 
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Despite no requirement, schools 


look to bring health to classrooms 


BY BEN FELDER 
Staff Writer 
bfelder@oklahoman.com 


Considering the 
American classroom has 
remained fairly con- 
sistent for more than a 
century, with rows of 


desks facing the same 
direction and a board 
— chalk or digital — the 
focus of attention, the 
action- based learning lab 
inside Lake Park Elemen- 
tary could be considereda 
dramatic shift in both 
classroom layout and the 


structure of learning. 

In what looks like a 
mix between a work- 
out gym and an obstacle 
course, the classroom 
is arranged into dozens 
of stations, each with a 
dedicated physical activ- 
ity designed to stimulate 
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Guthrie’s 
Pollard 
Theatre 
marks 

its 30th 
run of ‘A 
Territorial 
Christmas 
Carol’ 


BY BRANDY MCDONNELL 
Features Writer 
bmcdonnell@oklahoman.com 


GUTHRIE — 


n August 1987, Christmas arrived 


early for Stephen P. Scott. 
And as with many holiday 


hap- 


penings, it brought with it high hopes 


and a tight deadline. 


In those late summer days in the 


late 1980s, the Oklahoma writer was 
tapped by Charles Suggs II, the origi- 
nal producing director of Guthrie’s 
Pollard Theatre, to pen a Christmas 
show that the fledgling company could 
parlay into a beloved institution. 

“He told me that they wanted a big 
play, that this was gonna become this 
huge tradition. And we talked about 


it and he liked the idea of an adapta- 
tion of ‘Christmas Carol.’ It seems like 
those are always fairly successful, and 
the territorial Christmas angle, that 
was already a tradition in Guthrie,” 
Scott recalled on a recent autumn 
afternoon at his home in the Little Axe 
area of rural Norman. 

“This was about the middle of 
August, and I had to have the pre- 
liminary script ready for staged read- 
ings by around the first of October. 
So, I went home and started doing 
research.” 


SEE THEATER, 2A 


From left, Laura Sterkel, James Ong and Kendra Campbell Milburn appear in a 2002 
publicity photo for “A Territorial Christmas Carol,” an original holiday favorite per- 
formed by Guthrie’s Pollard Theatre. [THE OKLAHOMAN ARCHIVES] 


brain activity and mesh 


physical and mental 
exercise. 
One station uses a 


jump rope to practice 
shoe tying, another has 
students organize col- 
ored beanbags using 
their opposite hand and 


there are several cardio 
machines that include 
an easel for vocabulary 
words. 

“T think it’s obvious 
that kids don’t move 
enough,” said Jason 
Hasty, the physical edu- 
cation coordinator for 


Top: Oklahoma playwright Stephen P. Scott is seen at 
his home in rural Norman. In 1987, Scott was com- 
missioned by Guthrie’s Pollard Theatre to create an 
Oklahoma-specific adaptation of Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol.” This holiday season, The Pollard 

is performing for the 30th year the adaptation he 
wrote, “A Territorial Christmas Carol,” which is set in 
Guthrie at Christmastime shortly after the Oklahoma 
Land Run of 1889. Above: Scott and his wife, Kathryn, 
are seen at their home in Norman. 

[PHOTOS BY STEVE SISNEY, THE OKLAHOMAN] 


Putnam City schools, 
where Lake Park Ele- 
mentary is located. 

“For behavior and 
health reasons, students 
need to be moving way 
more.” 


SEE HEALTH, 3A 


OK zoo 
reaches 
deal with 
animal 
activists 


One of the 19 tigers shipped 
to Greater Wynnewood 
Exotic Animal Park from a 
Florida zoo are in a livestock 
trailer. The tigers are at the 
center of a legal battle with 
animal welfare activists and 
are being sent to Colorado. 
[FACEBOOK PHOTO] 


Tigers being 
sent to refuge 


BY BRIANNA BAILEY 
Staff Writer 
bbailey@oklahoman.com 


WYNNEWOOD — An 
Oklahoma zoo has struck 
a deal with animal wel- 
fare activists to transfer 19 
tigers at the center of a fed- 
eral lawsuit to a Colorado 


wildlife refuge. 
Greater Wynnewood 
Exotic Animal Park 


reached an out-of court 
agreement with People 
for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals to send the 
tigers to an animal sanc- 
tuary, according to court 
records. 

Neither side is talk- 
ing about the terms of the 
recent settlement. 

Joseph “Joe 
Maldonado, 
ment director at the 
Wynnewood zoo, said 
the agreement terms are 
confidential. Maldonado 
is a Libertarian candidate 
for Oklahoma governor in 
2018. 

PETA also isnot at liberty 
to speak publicly about the 
arrangement, said David 
Perle, it’s spokesman. 

Court documents indi- 
cate the animals have been 
sent to The Wild Animal 
Sanctuary in Keenesburg, 
Colorado, a 720-acre ref- 
uge for more than 450 
rescued animals including 
lions, tigers and bears. 
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